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	Henrietta Swan Leavitt, although hearing impaired, was educated at Oberlin and Radcliffe Colleges. Upon joining the Harvard Observatory Staff, Edward Pickering, director, assigned her the task of sorting the stars of the northern polar sequence by magnitude and brightness. This was no small task because telescopes and photographic techniques had not been standardized. Studying the Magellanic Clouds, which are a known distance away, she discovered that the period of oscillation of cephied variable stars increases in direct proportion to their brightness. By comparing the relative brightness of a star in another galaxy with its period of oscillation, she was able to compute the galaxy's distance from earth.
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